and learn from mistakes 3 and, with sufficient systemic support, are able to handle their liberty and use it for the benefit of themselves and wider society. 4 It invests in institutions that fight for rule of law and protection of human rights, especially against the ruling political power. Time and again we experience how difficult it is to put these principles in practice. As we all are experiencing, it is challenging to find reasonable consensus and refrain from using physical or psychological dominance even in families, not to mention larger diverse communities or whole societies. Moreover, the natural disadvantage of democracy, as Václav Havel put it, is that it binds the hands of those who take it seriously while allowing those who do not take it seriously to do almost anything they want. 5 Despite the power of democratic institutions, be it courts, local and national parliaments, public administration or schools, no constitutional liberal democracy can be notably stronger than its citizens. Since it places so much trust into its members, it would be terribly short-sighted not to care about the depth and extent of initial and life-long education. Legally, there are clear checkpoints which we pass and on which we receive proofs of our growing maturity: an ID, right to sexual relations and marriage and right to vote to name but a few. Typically at the age of 18-21 we become, legally at least, fully-developed citizens, who possess the whole catalogue of rights and duties. 6 Typically, we perceive ourselves and are perceived by others as "completed", fully ready for our role, even "job" as responsible citizens.
Yes, a job, because to be that kind of a citizen democracies truly need, individuals and communities need to take responsibility and carry out duties as well as assume rights -i.e. to enter into a long-term, often difficult and only sometimes rewarding relationship with the democratic system. We generally understand that to perform any task properly, we need to prepare for it: go to school, study at home, and perhaps take exams. There is one clear exception to that, though. Although we do not expect a carpenter to master woodwork by himself, nor a pilot to leave ground without proper training, we still tend to believe that people generally naturally grow into their role of citizens.
It is clearly a myth that we develop simply organically and the growing support for populists in Europe and beyond is a clear proof of it. We all need guidance and mentors: parents educate their children, more experienced members of a sport team coach newcomers and new employees learn from more senior ones. Likewise we need to have overt citizenship education. An essential part of this, especially due to constantly rising number of laws and complexity of the world, is public legal education, aimed at increasing legal literacy. 6 There are only minor exceptions such as the right to be elected a member of an upper chamber of a parliament, which is typically higher than for the lower chamber. 7 Apart from legal literacy, quality citizenship education should also increase political literacy, media literacy, information literacy and financial literacy. secondary school students has, over the years, been expanded and now involves number of socially-challenged groups -the elderly, members of the Roma minority and prisoners. Our view is that everyone may need and certainly deserves improved legal awareness and alumni certainly benefit from the experience of working with different groups and in challenging environments. The team offers mock trials for groups of non-lawyers, publishes teaching materials and builds public databases of tested lesson plans.
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It trains school teachers, helps school classes to attend real court hearings and runs a mock trial competition among Czech secondary schools. 13 In its ninth season and now running a record number of projects, the Charles University Street Law team continues to develop its work and still faces numerous challenges. The first and foremost is to keep the team large enough to manage all the work, but yet still friendly and cooperative, keeping the 'student spirit', since it runs on a voluntary basis and wants its members to feel welcome in the team. Apart from the team members, who are all doing Street Law for at least couple of years, there are also newcomers joining an extended Street Law team. 14 Both these groups require attention of the head of the team and need to feel that they learn something new and contribute to Street Law aims. Similarly, the programme struggles to find balance between concentrating on working with non-lawyers and investing time and energy
